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Welcome to the Yakima-Ellensburg Chapter of the 
Washington State Music Teacher’s Association 

 
Please join us at our monthly meetings, held Saturday at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Our Goals –  
 

• Promotion of professional fraternity among teachers. 
• Maintenance of a high standard of ethics 
• Promotion of musical culture. 
• Commitment to continuing education. 

Student Opportunities –  

• Music Artistry Program 
• Music Education Scholarships 
• Theory 
• Young Composer Project 
• Ribbon Festival 
• MusicLink 
• Applied Music for High School Credit 
• Student Teacher Program 
• Concerto Contest 
• Music Marathon 
• Pedals Pipes & Pizza 

Teacher Opportunities –  

• Local Chapter Meetings 
• District Conferences 
• Annual State and National Conference 
• Member Handbook 
• State Newsletter, The Clarion 
• The American Music Teacher, a bi-monthly magazine 
• Music Artistry Program Training and Teacher Evaluation 
• Workshops and Master Classes 
• District, State, and National Conferences 
• Technology Training 
• Teacher Education Grants 
• Leadership Seminar 
• State and National Certification 
• Group Health and Disability Insurance 
• Group Liability Insurance 
• Retirement Planning 
• Gold Card Credit Programs (available through MTNA.) 
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State Officers 
 
 

President 
 Kira Miller, NCTM 
 kiratheine@hotmail.com 
 
President Elect 
 Amanda Harris 
 akharris6@gmail.com 
  
Immediate Past President 
 Colleen Hunter, NCTM 
 colleenhunterpiano@gmail.com 
 
Vice President 
 Jason Kuo 
 jason.kuo@gmail.com 
 
District VI Director 
 Naomi Johnson 
 naomi.c.sample@gmail.com 
 
Music Artistry Program Chair  
 Samantha Yeung 
 c.samantha.yeung@gmail.com 
 
Certification Chair 
 Rose Freeman, NCTM 
 pianoteacherose@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
For contact information not given, contact state office: 
 wsmtaoffice@gmail.com 

206-783-1975 
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Washington State Music Teachers’ Association 

Yakima-Ellensburg Chapter 
2025-2026 

Officers: 
 President         – Leah Mae Terrill and  

Elizabeth Scott 
 

Vice President    – LaSarah Montgomery 
 
 Secretary     – Carole Franklin 
 
 Treasurer     – Nichole Blair 
 
Chapter Committee Chairs: 

Music Artistry Program     – Carol Cross 
        Naomi Johnson 
           
 State Honors Competition    –        Christian Buehler  
        Leah Mae Terrill 
         

Ribbon Festival       – Sarah Thompson 
        LaSarah Montgomery 
        Molly Fleming 

Music Marathon     –  
         
 Ed. Scholarship Competition   – Naomi Johnson 
       

Senior Scholarship      – Marilyn Wilbanks 
 
 Nomination Committee    – LaSarah Montgomery 
         
 Historian       –  Marilyn Wilbanks 
 
 Yearbook      –  Carol Cross 
 
 Website     -- Naomi Johnson 
 
 Pedals, Pipes & Pizza!    -- Darin Kaschmitter 
  

Handbell Workshop   -- Leah Mae Terrill 
 

Publicity       –  
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Chapter Membership 
 
State Certified +     Nationally Certified ++ 
 
AMDAHL, Kathryn     509-288-1670 
8310N. Colton Pl     kathryn.amdahl@cwu.edu 
Spokane, WA 99208 
 
BLAIR, Nichole     801- 735-6936 
606 Cascade Ave     nicholedblair@gmail.com 
Moxee, WA 98936 
 
BUEHLER, Christian     509-249-2940 
407 South 13th Avenue    christian-buehler@live.com 
Yakima, WA 98902      
 
CROSS, Carol ++     509-925-5104 
103 West 9th  Avenue    caroldavidcross@gmail.com 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
FLEMING, Molly S.     509-949-4054 
612 S. 69th Ave.     mollyfleming01@hotmail.com 
Yakima, WA 98908 
 
FRANKLIN, Carole     509-966-8588 
P.O. Box 725      elorac@nilknarf.us 
Yakima, WA 98907 
 
JOHNSON, Naomi Christine ++   509-949-7119 
56721 US Hwy 97     naomi.c.sample@gmail.com 
Toppenish, WA 98948     
  
KASCHMITTER, Darin ++    509-731-2816 
817 S. 35th Ave     kaschd@outlook.com 
Yakima, WA 98902 
 
KIM, Yerin      206-953-6293  
2904 Yale Ct     yerin.d.kim@gmail.com 
Ellensburg, WA 98926          
 
McKITRICK, Jean +     509-248-1742 
3405 Hillside Place     hillsidecacti@nwinfo.net 
Yakima, WA 98903 
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MICHEL, John     (509) 306-9421 
1309 E Skyline Drive    michelj@cwu.edu 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
MONTGOMERY, LaSarah    509-426-1852 
804 Cobblestone Pl    lasarahpiano@gmail.com 
Yakima, WA 98908 
 
REHKOPF MICHEL Carrie    509-306-9378 
1309 E Skyline Drive    rehkopfc@cwu.edu 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
RIVERA, Binh      303-931-8060 
7602 Spokane St.     binh.rivera@hotmail.com 
Yakima, WA 98908 
 
SALVOSA, Ross ++     206-890-5086 
606 West 10th Ave     ross.salvosa@gmail.com 
Ellensburg, WA 98926  
 
SCOTT, Elizabeth     253-341-4342 
1729 River Rd. Apt. 329    scott.elizabethg@gmail.com 
Yakima, WA 98902 
 
SNEDEKER, Jeff     509-607-0392 
404 N. Sampson     snedeker@cwu.edu 
Ellensburg, WA 98926    Jeffrey.Snedeker@cwu.edu 
 
TERRILL, Leah Mae     660-341-3151 
913 S. 42nd Ave Apt 8    lterrill25@gmail.com 
Yakima, WA 98908 
 
THOMPSON, Sarah     801-928-6346 
1407 Naches Ave     sarahthomp.smail@gmail.com 
Selah, WA 98942 
 
WAGNER, Renee     509-965-9355 
9408 Occidental Road    babynay51@yahoo.com 
Yakima, WA 98903 
 
WHITE WILLIAMS, Valerie    206-714-8079 
1708 N. Iowa St     valerie@vocalsplendor.com 
Ellensburg, WA 
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WILBANKS, Marilyn ++    509-962-2977 
404 North Sampson    mwilbanks@elltel.net 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 

 
Emeritus Members 

 
ELOFSON, Cathy     206-624-6299 
1120 Spring Street Apt #502 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
KNUDSEN, Danene     509-966-1009 
Avamere at Englewood Heights   knudsenrtdl@gmail.com 
3710 Kern Rd #305      
Yakima, WA 98902 
 
KRAMLICH, Betty      509-925-3022 
2106 Dry Creek Road 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
SHUPE, Gerte      425-820-2003 
8818 NE 142nd Street 
Kirkland, W 
 
Wade, Julie      3578-(509) 654  

218 S. 48th Avenue    jwade-oboe@hotmail.com 
Yakima, WA 98909 

 
Student Membership 

 
 
 
 

New Members 
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Piano Tuners 

 
 

 
Harry Whitaker      509-925-3515 
Ellensburg, Washington     harryowhitaker@gmail.com 
 
Randy Hansen      509-430-0998 
Richland, WA 
 
Joseph Haws (CWU technician)   509-430-1644 
Richland, WA      jhaws1001@gmail.com 
 
Steve’s Piano Tuning and Repair   509-665-8222 
Wenatchee, Washington 
  
Mike’s Piano Tuning and Repair   509-668-5256 
Wenatchee, Washington 
 
Max Biggs       425-418-0789  
Yakima, WA       biggsmaxw@gmail.com 
 
Willie Hoffee       509-941-8542 
Yakima, WA       hwhoffee@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Printed Music Dealers 

 
 
 

Boogie Man Music           509-925-6026  
(Ellensburg) 
 
Pepper Music            800-345-6296 
 
Ted Brown Music           509-248-6015 
(Yakima) 
 
Taylor Music            509-453-7194 
(Yakima) 
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Programs and Events 
Yakima/Ellensburg Chapter 2025-2026 

 
 
September 13, 2025  Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 9:00 AM   Place: Starbuck’s 
     5906 Summitview Ave, Yakima, WA 9890 

Program: The New Year! 
        
September 20-21, 2025  WSMTA Leadership Seminar 
Sat. noon-Sun. noon  Hilton Garden Inn-- Yakima, WA 
     
October 15, 2025   Ribbon Festival registration due   
     See page 13 for instructions 
   
October 11, 2025   Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 9:00 a.m.  Home of Lizzy Potter 
     1725 River Rd. Apt. 329 
     Yakima, WA 98902 

Program: Camille Jones on “Teaching 
Neurodivergent/Special Needs Students Dealing 
with Anxiety” 

  
November 15, 2025  Ribbon Festival  
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Westside Church 
     6901 Summitview Ave---Yakima 

Composers of the year: W.A. Mozart and  
Lin-Manuel Miranda 
 

December 6, 2025   Christmas Social, Piano Duets & Brunch 
Saturday 9:00 a.m.  Home of Carol Cross 
     103 West Ninth Ave. 
     Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
January 10, 2026   Pedals, Pipes and Pizza! 
Saturday, 9:00AM-12:00PM Central Lutheran, Holy Family, Englewood 
 
January 13, 2026   Closing date for online M.A.P registration 
     (Registrations ONLY accepted at wsmta.org) 
 
 
 
 



 9 

January 17, 2026   Chapter Meeting 
Saturday 9:00 a.m.  Home of  Nichole Blair 
     606 Cascade Ave 

Moxee WA 98936 
 Program: Tara Boykin on  
“Fresh Ideas for Teaching Piano” (via Zoom) 

 
Jan. 31 and Feb. 7, 2026  Instrumental Solo and Ensemble Competition 
     For Piano and Winds. 
                   Location: TBD 
 
February 13, 2026   Competition for State Honors forms and money  
Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. due to Christian Buehler.   
    
February 23, 2026   Competition for State Honors 
Monday, 7:00 p.m.  Selah Covenant Church 

560 McGonagle Rd.  Selah, WA 98942 
     Visiting Artist: Michelle Huang 
 
February 27, 2026   MUSIC ARTISTRY PROGRAM —Ellensburg 
Friday , noon-6PM   Home of Carol Cross 
     103 West Ninth Ave---Ellensburg 

Visiting Artist: Ross Salvosa 
  
February 24-27, 2026  MUSIC ARTISTRY PROGRAM —Yakima 
     Wesley Methodist Church 
     14 N. 48th Ave.  Yakima, WA 98908 

Visiting Artist: Michelle Huang 
 

February 28, 2026   Chapter Honors Recital 
Saturday, 2:00 p.m.  Wesley Methodist Church 
     14 N. 48th Ave.  Yakima, WA 98908 
 
March 21-25, 2026   MTNA National Conference  
Saturday-Wednesday  Chicago, IL 
 
March 14 2026   Chapter Meeting 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.  Home of Leah Terrill 
     905 S. 42nd. Ave.  Apt. A 

Yakima, WA 98908 
Program: Max Biggs on  
“Harpsichord and Piano Tuning” 
 

April 6-10, 2026    Spring Break, all Yakima school districts 
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April 18, 2026   Chapter Meeting 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.  Home of Naomi Johnson 
 56721 US Hwy 97 
 Toppenish, WA 98948 

Program: WSMTA President, Kira Miller  
 
April ?, 2026    WMEA State Solo and Ensemble Competition 
 
April 18, 2026   Education Scholarship Recital Deadline 
     Online videos due 
 
May 9, 2026    Chapter Meeting 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Home of Darin Kaschmitter 
     817 S. 35th Ave. 
 Yakima, WA 98902 

Yearly Wind Up and Potluck Lunch 
(Please bring items for Conference gift basket) 
Program: Member sharing on  
“What worked well in your studio this year?” 

 
 
June 27-29, 2026   WSMTA Conference 
Saturday-Monday   Central Washington University 
   Ellensburg, WA 98926 
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Music Artistry Program 
 

The Music Artistry Program (MAP) of the Washington State Music Teachers 
Association is a self-supporting enterprise developed to encourage interest in 
music and to maintain standards of fine musicianship among student musicians. 
 
The purpose of the W.S.M.T.A. Music Artistry Program is to: 
  

1. Provide an educational experience which encourages goal setting, 
persistence, and creativity. 

2. Provide a performance opportunity for students where an objective 
evaluation of the student’s skill and musicianship is made by an 
impartial, competent adjudicator, known as the “Visiting Artist”, or 
“VA”. 

3. Provide the teacher with an opportunity to have his/her teaching 
evaluated objectively by a well qualified professional musician. 

 
Each student plays two contrasting pieces.  Each student and ensemble will be 
given oral comments and a written evaluation from the VA.  WSMTA will present 
a certificate to each student participating. If a teacher enters 1-5 students in 
MAP, one student will be selected by the VA to perform in a Chapter Honors 
Recital at the conclusion of the MAP week. If 6-10 students entered then two will 
be selected, and so forth with one for every five entered.   
 
Booklets, forms, and fee information are available on-line at wsmta.org.  Entry 
forms for MAP are to be filled out online and payment made by the due date in 
order to participate.  Additionally, $1/student is paid separately to the chapter 
treasurer.   
 
Students competing in the State Honors Recital Competition will do so within a 
four-week window of MAP.  Students who complete the MAP process are 
eligible to compete for the State Honors Recital.  Winner(s) will perform in recital 
at our State Conference in June.  A completed application form is due to the 
Competition Chair on or before the listed deadline. 
 
For the performance, the chapter has mandated an 8-minute time limit, but the 
teacher will not be penalized for going over.  However, because the State has a 
5-minute time limit, the winner MUST edit if the piece is longer than 5 minutes. 
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Ribbon Festival 
 

The Ribbon Festival is a non-competitive event for students of all ages.  Students 
participate at their own level of ability in up to nine events and will receive a 
ribbon for each activity they complete.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to interact with other musicians and receive positive feedback without 
the pressure of competition.  The entry fee is $20 per student. All profits go to the 
scholarship fund.  Teachers will co-chair event committees and help run the 
event.  Complete the following by the due date: 
 
Step 1:  Teacher fills out registration form (separate form for each student) 
here:  https://tinyurl.com/25YakimaRibbonFestival 
Step 2:  Teacher sends payment to treasurer, Nichole Blair: 606 Cascade Ave 
Moxee WA 98936 
Step 4:  Teacher gives student cards to committee member 
Step 5:  Sign up to volunteer or give names of volunteers 
 
 
 

 
Piano Music Marathon 

 
The Piano Music Marathon is hosted by the Yakima-Ellensburg Chapter and 
raises scholarship money for our local young musicians.  Students of all ages 
perform at a local business or event in Yakima with their teachers and studios 
with family, friends and local shoppers as an audience.  The fee is $10 per 
student.  This event provides a unique performance opportunity for the students 
and teaches them the value of sharing their talents with the local community. 

 
 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
 

The WSMTA Yakima-Ellensburg Chapter sponsor an exciting bi-annual event for 
piano students.  Students meet at area churches with pipe organs and after a 
brief demonstration of each instrument the students are invited to play them.  
Students need to be well prepared and keep the music to one or two minutes.  
There will be a small fee charged per person to cover the cost for pizza and 
beverages. 
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Education Scholarship Competition 

 
An Education Scholarship Competition is held each spring to encourage further 
education in music. This is a judged competition to award funds for musical 
study opportunities on their chosen instrument.  The Scholarship may be applied 
towards Music Camp, Master Classes, continuing Private Lessons, upgrading or 
maintenance of musical instruments, or similar educational pursuits.   
 
The student must: 

• Study with a Yakima-Ellensburg Chapter W.S.M.T.A. teacher.  

• Play one memorized piece (with an accompanist if not playing piano) 

• Currently be in 8th through 12th grade.  

• Fill out a simple application form 
 
The judge will be given the discretion to choose the number of winners deemed 
qualified, according to the funds available for the given year.  If a winner is 
unable to use the scholarship, an alternate can be chosen and the student may 
re-apply a different year.  
 
The Scholarship awarded might not cover all the fees related to the Educational 
activity; the student will be responsible for paying the additional costs not 
covered by the scholarship.  The Scholarship monies may be restricted to camp 
registration fees or tuition costs.  Funds not needed for specified / approved 
costs will remain in the Scholarship Fund for future use. 
 
Recipients of scholarships may not re-apply the next year once they accept a 
scholarship. Winners must wait at least one competition year before applying for 
another Education Scholarship. 
 
Teachers of scholarship winners should contact the treasurer as soon as possible 
with details of how the scholarship will be applied.  The students will be 
responsible for completing applications in a timely manner and must be aware 
of registration deadlines.  The treasurer may reimburse the winner upon proof of 
enrollment or proof of payment. 

 

 



 14 

M.T.N.A. Code of Ethics 
 

 We, the members of the Music Teachers National Association, having dedicated 
ourselves to the advancement of musical knowledge and education, recommend the 
following principles of ethical practice as standards of professional conduct. 

Responsibilities to Our Public – 

• Members shall maintain the highest standard of moral conduct, professional 
conduct and personal integrity. 

• Members shall exhibit the highest standard of expertise by maintaining their 
professional abilities in their fields of teaching and performing. 

• Members shall maintain and increase the prestige of the art of teaching and shall 
promote the teaching of music as a culturally enriching profession. 

• When asked, members shall assist those seeking guidance in selecting an 
independent teacher by suggesting the names of two or more teachers in the 
community.  The final choice shall be made by the parent and the student. 

• Members shall refrain from making exaggerated claims or misleading statements 
concerning their teaching qualifications.  Advertising copy shall be dignified, strictly 
truthful and representative of the art of music and its responsibility to the community. 

Responsibilities to Our Students –  

• The relationship between teacher and student shall be established, maintained and 
terminated with appropriate professional, honorable and ethical actions 
representative of the profession and Music Teachers National Association. 

• Members are responsible for encouraging, guiding, and developing the musical 
potential of each student as fully as possible and for avoiding specific promises or 
guarantees that lead a student to false hopes of a career in music. 

• Members shall encourage pupils to participate in community music activities. 

Responsibilities to Our Colleagues –  

• Members shall maintain a professional attitude and shall act with integrity in regard 
to colleagues and their profession. 

• Members shall participate as fully as possible in activities of Music Teachers National 
Association. 

• Members shall provide professional assistance to one another when such assistance 
is requested. 

• Members shall respect the rights of colleagues when speaking of other teachers’ 
work and/or students and shall avoid conflict when serving as an interim instructor. 

Prepared by the Music Teachers National Association 

 


